
The International Sculpture Collection 
Royal Botanical Gardens 

 

Public Art Opportunity:  Call for Completed Works 
Royal Botanical Gardens, Hendrie Park 
 
Deadline: Friday April 1, 2016     
Budget:  $20,000 - 50,000 CAD (maximum) 
 
For more information: 
Kim Selman 
T:  905-548-0111 
E:  kim@cobaltconnects.ca  
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Call for Completed Work 
 
The International Sculpture Collection (TISC) invites professional artists to submit 
completed works for consideration for the TISC 2016 acquisition program.   
 
This call is open to artists in Canada and the USA. 
 
Works submitted in this call must be available for purchase within a budget of $20,000 - 
$50,000 Canadian dollars (exclusive of HST).  All costs relating to the transportation, 
foundations and installation of the artwork will be borne by the RBG and TISC. 
 
Please note this is a call for completed works only.  Works-in-progress or concept sketches 
will not be accepted.   
 
Project Background 
 
The International Sculpture Collection was founded by philanthropist Dan Lawrie with the 
Royal Botanical Gardens in 2014.  Through Mr. Lawrie’s generous support, the RBG is 
acquiring permanent outdoor sculptures for its Hendrie Park location.  Since 2014, the 
collection has acquired / commissioned eight sculptures from local and international artists. 
 
The existing collection can be viewed at www.tisconline.ca and via the Royal Botanical 
Gardens site at http://www.rbg.ca/tisc. 
 
TISC is managed by Cobalt Connects, a Hamilton-based non-profit arts service organization 
that is the connecting element for creative communities.  More information about Cobalt can 
be found at www.cobaltconnects.ca.  
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Artwork Location 
 
The TISC Collection is located in the Hendrie Park section of the Royal Botanical Gardens.  
Hendrie Park provides visitors with a wealth of interesting landscape features, displays and 
collections.  Here, visitors can smell a rose or be challenged by the thought provoking stories 
in the medicinal garden. This garden truly illustrates the diversity of both plants and garden 
design. Discover native plants in a cultivated setting, a new look at vegetable gardening and 
the see the sky reflected on dark water. 
 
In 2016 the collection is seeking works suitable for the centerpiece of the Global Garden, 
as noted in the map below.  Submissions will also be held for future consideration, as the 
program will continue purchasing new works through to 2020. 
 
 

 
This map and additional information about Hendrie Park and the RBG can be found: 
http://www.rbg.ca/page.aspx?pid=770 
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Background:  Royal Botanical Gardens 
 
For over 80 years Royal Botanical Gardens (RBG) has been an ecological jewel at the 
western tip of Lake Ontario. Conceived and founded through the tireless efforts of 
early conservationist Thomas Baker McQuesten, RBG lands were set aside to create 
the region’s first botanical garden. Patterned after Kew Gardens in England, RBG was 
created to serve as both a regional botanical tourism site and an environmental 
agency. In his book “Garden with a View”, former Executive Director Dr. Leslie Laking 
explains RBG’s unique role in society: 
 
“Royal Botanical Gardens puts nature’s beauty on display, but it isn’t a park system. It 
teaches but it isn’t a school. It protects and preserves forest and marsh, but it isn’t a 
conservation authority. It collects and propagates botanical knowledge and plant life, 
but it is not a library, museum, or laboratory. It is all those things and more than their 
sum”. 
 
Designated as a national historical site, RBG is revered world-wide for its extensive 
400 acres of display gardens. What makes RBG unique is that it also protects and 
stewards over 2300 acres of environmentally sensitive lands and diverse ecosystems 
that connect the Niagara escarpment to Lake Ontario. In acknowledgement of this 
crucial environmental role, Royal Botanical Gardens was granted a provincial mandate 
in 1941 for the development of four areas of focus: Conservation, Education, 
Horticulture and Science. In the 70 years that followed, RBG has established a 
national and international reputation as a living laboratory for science, a connecting 
point for children in their early embrace of nature, a leader in sustainable gardening 
and the standard-bearer for ecological restoration and plant preservation. 
 
In the face of devastating environmental threats world-wide, RBG is more relevant now 
than ever before. Its established and evolving environmental programs provide 
straight-forward, workable solutions designed to maintain sustainable biodiversity in 
Canada, for the world. 
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Artwork Goals 
 
A steering committee consisting of the donor, RBG staff and Cobalt Connects staff will make 
the final selection of all works.  Our goals for the collection are: 
 

• Inspire and provoke the imagination of RBG visitors of all ages through sculpture; 
• Enhance the connection between art and nature; 
• Increase and diversify the visitor base of the RBG and; 
• Support the work of artists in Canada and abroad through significant commissions. 

 
The purchased artwork will be installed at the centre of the Global Garden.  It’s proximity to 
Plains Road provides an opportunity to have a dialogue with thousands of passing vehicles 
and visitors in the main RBG Centre from a distance, and thousands more in close quarters 
within the garden.  A work with the appropriate height and presence is sought to engage 
viewers from all perspectives. 
 
All works should be suitable for a family friendly environment.  
 
Artwork Design Parameters 
 
The artwork must adhere to the following design parameters: 

• Fabricated using materials that are highly resistant to theft, vandalism and weathering 
• Fabricated with materials that will not have a negative environmental impact on the site 
• Fabricated with materials designed to handle the Canadian climate in a permanent 

outdoor setting – minimum 20 year lifespan 
• Must not pose a risk to public safety (i.e. no sharp points, does not allow climbing, no 

slip hazards, etc.) 
• Meets all Ontario building code standards (http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page7393.aspx); 
• The selected artist will be required to submit drawings certified by a structural engineer 

licensed to operate in Ontario that specifies all required foundations and installation 
technique.  The cost of this work is the responsibility of the artist and should be 
factored into the overall budget proposal for the artwork purchase. 

• Embrace a 360-degree viewer perspective as the artworks can be viewed from multiple 
vantage points. 
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Budget 
 
The budget for this call is for works ranging from $20,000 to $50,000 CAD (maximum, 
exclusive of HST).  This is the total amount available for the purchase of the artwork.  The 
budget proposal should include the following:  artist fees, travel, crating of artwork (ready for 
transportation), material fees and engineering fees.   
 
All costs relating to transportation (excluding crating), foundations and installation of the 
artwork will be borne by TISC and the RBG. 
 
Eligibility 
 
This competition is open to professional artists* residing in Canada and the USA.  Artist 
collectives and/or artist-led teams are also encouraged to apply.  The selected artist must be 
able to travel to Burlington, Ontario, Canada for a minimum of one visit for the launch of the 
work in June 2016. 
 
* A professional artist is an individual who has specialized skills and/or training in his/her 
artistic discipline (not necessarily in academic institutions), has a history of public presentation 
and is critically recognized as an artist. 
 
Original Work:  The artist must guarantee that the artwork is original and does not violate the 
copyright of any other person. 
 
 
Estimated Project Timeline (2016) 
 
Deadline Activity 
April 1, 2016 Application deadline 

 
April 15, 2016 Selection made by committee 

 
By June 10, 2016 Work installed on site at RBG  

 
June 17-19, 2016 2016 Art Blooms in Hendrie event – launch of work 
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Application Requirements 
 
Applications are due on or before Friday, April 1st at 4:00 pm and must be submitted by 
email.  Incomplete applications or those received after the deadline will not be accepted.  
 
Artists may submit a maximum of three artworks for consideration.  Please include the 
following information for each piece that is submitted: 
 

1. Contact Information:  Name, address, phone number, email and website 
 

2. Artist Statement:  500 words maximum 
 

3. Curriculum Vitae:  4 pages maximum 
 

4. Artwork Description:  a detailed description of the artwork(s) you are proposing for 
purchase.  Please include information relating to:  theme / inspiration, materials, 
fabrication technique, installation and transportation requirements, and any other 
relevant information. 

 
5. Artwork Images:  Up to 5 images of the artwork you are proposing for purchase.  

Please note the following: 
• All images must be in high resolution JPEG format 
• Do not embed images in documents such as Word or PowerPoint  
• Clearly label files and do not use any special characters, symbols, periods, 

etc. (i.e. $, %,&) in the file name 
• Original artwork or slides will not be accepted 

 
6. Price List:  Please include a budget proposal as per the requirements listed in the 

Budget section (page 6). 
 

7. References:  Please provide the name, address, phone number and email for two 
references who have been directly involved with your artistic practice and/or past 
public art projects. 

 
Please send all submissions via email to kim@cobaltconnects.ca by Friday April 1, 2016. 
 
Contact Us 
Please do not hesitate to contact if you have any questions:  Kim Selman, 905-548-0111 or 
kim@cobaltconnects.ca. 


